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at least, that this puzzling problem was attempted, and its
solution was supposed to have been found in the tenth
article of the treaty of Amiens.

* The tenth article, ineffectual as it has proved, the tenth
article, of which I may now say without offence, repudiated
as it is by its parents, that it has been the laughing-stock
of Europe, and has excited from its birth the mirth as well
as the wonder of tho world, I must candidly admit,
appears to me to have been not less adapted to its purpose
than any other that could have been framed. For in truth
the purpose was unattainable, and manifestly unattainable
from the beginning* What was that purpose ? It was to
keep the French out of Malta without a British garrison.
These two things I boldly state to have been from the first
absolutely incompatible with each other; I mean the
departure of the British troops, arid the subsequent exclu-
sion of the French. In the state of Europe as it was left
by the peace of Lunt' ville, and was about to be established
by the peace of Amiens, he must have possessed a very
singular judgment who could amuse himself for a moment
with the imagination that tho grand^mastor and his knights
of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, that a few Nea-
pplitanfc, and that the signature of a thing called a guaran-
tee by all the com1!**, kingdoms, and republics of Europe
could retard the resumption of Malta by one French demi-
brigade, one week after the ships that carried them had
eluded the British Hquudron iu tho Mediterranean.

' Austria, the only Power in which, from similarity of
interests, we have any reason to confide, that has acceded
to this guarantee, did more than guarantee; she stipulated
the mdepondunco of Switzerland, and in the maintenance
of that article who had liornelf a deep concern. Your lordships
will probably era lung have more experience of the security
afforded to countries which come within the scope of French